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World-renowned soprano Angela Brown will be the fea-
tured guest artist of the 20th annual Black History 
Month Concert “If Love Fails, Try Nothing Else” at 
the University of Mississippi on February 25, 2025.

The Black History Month Concert, begun in 2005 by 
Dr. George W. K. Dor and the Ole Miss African Drum 
and Dance Ensemble (OMADDE), has featured a rota-
tion of Music Department ensembles over the years, with 
OMADDE and Concert Singers, directed by Dr. Don 
Trott, slated to perform this year.

“Over the many years Dr. George Dor has produced the 
Black History Month Concerts, he has invited me to have 
several of our choirs participate. It not only allows us to 
perform repertoire with a focus on celebrating Black com-
posers, it allows our students to be part of 
a larger celebration with a focus on the 
importance of Black culture in the arts and 
our society,” said Trott.

Over the past two decades, the Black 
History Month concert has hosted an 
array of talented guest artists, including 
UM Music alumna Dr. Carline Waugh, 
the Fisk Jubilee Singers of Nashville, 
New Orleans jazz clarinet sensation 
Doreen Ketchens, and Grammy-winning 
saxophonist Kirk Whalum, who shared 
the stage with The Mississippians Jazz 
Ensemble in 2024.

Angela Brown is the featured guest artist 
at this year’s event. Brown is no stranger 
to the stage, performing in opera and symphonic settings 
across six continents. She made her Metropolitan Opera 
debut in the title role of Aida, sang the award-winning 
solo for composer Nkeiru Okoye’s work When the Caged 
Bird Sings, and is a featured artist on the two-time 
Grammy Award® winning recording Ask Your Mama.

The concert will showcase collaborative pianist Profes-
sor Amanda Johnston, Concert Singers performing rep-
ertoire including arranged Spirituals, and other part songs 
in the style of Black music genres, and OMADDE, 
directed by Dr. Dor, performing a Ghanaian ethnic dance, 
and two simple songs on the themes of love and God’s 
Grace, respectively.

“I am very excited to perform a recital with Angela 
Brown as part of the annual BHM Concert,” said John-
ston. “In addition to being an accomplished dramatic 
soprano on the opera stage, she is also committed to 
showcasing the music of Black composers. Our program 
promises to be compelling, including works by Richard 
Danielpour, Nkeiru Okoye, and John Daniel Carter.”

Performing compositions or arrangements by Black 
composers or arrangers, or compositions or arrangements 
in the vein of Black music genres, is a long-standing tradi-
tion for organizers of the Black History Month Concert. 
Brown’s repertoire for the concert includes arranged Spir-
ituals, arias from operas composed by Black composers, 
and art songs—commissioned and premiered by Brown.

During Brown’s Artist Residency, 
opera and music students will have 
the opportunity to take part in a 
Q&A Session in the choral rehearsal 
room of the music building on 
Monday, February 24, from 4 to 5 
pm. Students are invited to partici-
pate in a masterclass with the singer 
on Wednesday, February 26, from 1 
to 3 pm in Nutt Auditorium.

“What students may gain depends 
on each individual student,” Dor 
said. “While the audience will expe-
rience sublime artistry, some music 
students may gain inspiration and 
motivation for their future career 

paths. Others will join us to celebrate the contributions 
of Black musicians to the world’s diverse rich 
music traditions.”

For two decades The Black History Month Concert has 
been bringing audiences together to experience and enjoy 
Black music. Such a celebration year after year is made 
possible thanks to the many sponsors across campus, col-
lective planning by the Music Department faculty and 
staff, Ford Center staff, the university’s technical teams, 
and student participation.

The 2025 Black History Month Concert will be held at 
the Gertrude C. Ford Center for the Performing Arts 
on at 7:30 pm. Admission is free, and all are welcome. 

Black History Month Concert 
at Ole Miss: Angela Brown to Perform

Sports Bar Sandwiches
Hot Dogs

Happy Hour
Brunch

Late Nite Food
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THURSDAY 2.13.2025
►The Old Henry: LIVE MUSIC (7:30–10:30 pm)
►Hendricks Building (Water Valley): Thacker Mountain Radio 

featuring author A.H. JERRIOD AVANT for Muscadine, music 
by MARCELLA SIMIEN & INFINITY DOORS, JOE AUSTIN & THE 
TALLAHATCHIES (doors 5:30, show 6 pm)

►Voyager’s Rest (Water Valley): MARCELLA SIMIEN-feat. INFINITY 
CHAIRS (8 pm)

Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone (3:45 pm)
Proud Larry’s: WINYAH, TBOD
T.I.N. (Water Valley): WOVEN feat. KELLENE O’HARA (6:30 doors,  

6:45 open mic; 7 pm featured writer)

FRIDAY 2.14.2025
Valentine’s Day
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (9 pm–1 am)
►The Library: THE FENTS (9 pm)
►Nutt Auditorium: Guest artist recital: YOON-WHA ROH & JIHYUN 

KIM (7:30 pm)
►The Old Henry: DUELING PIANOS (8 pm–midnight)
►The Powerhouse: “Gifts of Love” Art Show Reception;  

Theatre Oxford’s Ten-Minute Play Festival (7:30 pm)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM
Lafayette County Arena: Lafayette County PRCA Rodeo  

(doors 6:30 pm; show 7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am);  

Afterschool Zone (3:45 pm) 
The Lyric: CODE PINK: Love Game (9 pm)
Proud Larry’s: ARTS FISHING CLUB, NEW TRANSLATIONS

SATURDAY 2.15.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: CRAWFISH
►Funkys: CRAWFISH 
►Horseshoe Tunica: Outlaw Country Series feat. LAKEVIEW  

(8 pm)
►The Library: THE FENTS (9 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Theatre Oxford’s Ten-Minute Play Festival  

(2 pm & 7:30 pm)
►Rafters: DJ DRUMM

Lafayette County Arena: Lafayette County PRCA Rodeo (doors 6:30 pm; show 
7 pm)

Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Engineering Day with Ole Miss 
School of Engineering (10 am) 

The Lyric: LATIN NIGHT Dance Party (9 pm)
Ole Miss Pavilion: MEN’S BASKETBALL vs. MISSISSIPPI STATE (5 pm)
Proud Larry’s: VINCENT MASON

SUNDAY 2.16.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: CRAWFISH
►The Old Henry: LIVE MUSIC @ BRUNCH (11 am–2:30 pm)
Good Day Cafe: Breakfast for Dinner with Exploradora Coffee (5–8 pm)
Proud Larry’s: VINCENT MASON

MONDAY 2.17.2025
►Quack’s: MARIO KART
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone:Create with 

K’NEX (3:45 pm); Family Art Night (5:30 pm)

TUESDAY 2.18.2025
►Moe’s TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Quack’s: COMEDY NIGHT with CHRIS GREEN (7 pm)
►Ford Center: TEDx University of Mississippi: Potential & Purpose 

(7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby Storytime (9:30 am); 

Afterschool Zone: Create with K’NEX (3:45 pm)
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs ARKANSAS STATE (4 pm)

WEDNESDAY 2.19.2025
►Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Create with 

K’NEX (3:45 pm)

THURSDAY 2.20.2025
►Ford Center: THE MISSISSIPPIANS & SYMPHONIC BAND Concert 

(7 pm)
►Moe’s: BINGO
►Off Square Books: Thacker Mountain Radio featuring author 

CALLAN WINK for Beartooth, music by CANDICE IVORY and JEFF 
BLACK (doors 5:30, show 6 pm)

►The Old Henry: LIVE MUSIC (7:30–10:30 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Hinge Dance Co. presents “Entrancement” 

(8 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Create with 

K’NEX (3:45 pm); Mend Night with ANDI BEDSWORTH (5:30 pm)
Oxford Conference Center: Empty Bowls: Oxford Food Pantry Fundraiser 

Luncheon (11 am–until)

FRIDAY 2.21.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: Late-night LINE DANCING (9 pm–1 am)
►Ford Center: THE WIND ENSEMBLE (7:30 pm)
►The Library: JON KOTT BAND (9 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Hinge Dance Co. presents “Entrancement” 

(8 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime (10:30 am); Afterschool 

Zone: Create with K’NEX (3:45 pm)
Proud Larry’s: THE GREAT DYING, TAYLOR HOLLINGSWORTH
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs. EASTERN KENTUCKY 

(4 pm)
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SATURDAY 2.22.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: CRAWFISH
►Circle & Square: BLOCK PARTY
►Funkys: CRAWFISH
►The Library: JON KOTT BAND
►The Powerhouse: Hinge Dance Co. presents “Entrancement” (8 

pm)
Oxford Intermediate School: North Mississippi Rural Legal Services presents 

1st ANNUL DOG WALK-A-THON (3–5 pm)
Proud Larry’s: IZZY ARTHURS
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs. EASTERN KENTUCKY 

(1:30 pm)

SUNDAY 2.23.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: CRAWFISH
►The Old Henry: LIVE MUSIC @ BRUNCH (11 am–2:30 pm)
►The Powerhouse: Anubis Improv presents House Rulz (doors 6:30 

pm, show 7 pm)
Ole Miss Pavilion: WOMEN’S BASKETBALL vs. MISSOURI (2 pm)
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs. EASTERN KENTUCKY 

(noon)

MONDAY 2.24.2025
►Quack’s: Mario Kart (8 pm) 
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Pokemon Playdate (3 pm); 

Afterschool Zone: Design a Notebook (3:45 pm)

TUESDAY 2.25.2025
►Ford Center: Black History Month Concert feat. guest artist 

ANGELA BROWN plus AMANDA JOHNSTON, OLE MISS AFRICAN 
DRUM & DANCE ENSEMBLE, UM CONCERT SINGERS (7:30 pm)

►Moe’s: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Old Armory Pavilion: Oxford Community Market (3–6:30 pm)
►Quack’s: Comedy Night w/ CHRIS GREEN (7 pm) 
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Baby Storytime (9:30 am); 

Afterschool Zone: Design a Notebook (3:45 pm)
Malco Cinema Grill: Special screening of Common Ground w/ Q&A panel 

with experts from the film (6 pm)
Proud Larry’s: KINDRED VALLEY
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs. SOUTHERN MISS (4 pm)

WEDNESDAY 2.26.2025
►Circle & Square Brewing: TRIVIA (7 pm)
►Funkys: LADIES NIGHT
►Moe’s Penny Bar: COMEDY OPEN MIC (9 pm)
►Off Square Books: ADAM GUSSOW for My Family and I (5:30 pm)
►Square Books, Jr.: STORYTIME (10 am)
Campus Wines: Wine Tasting (5–7 pm)
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Design a 

Notebook (3:45 pm)
Proud Larry’s: KINDRED VALLEY

THURSDAY 2.27.2025
►The Library: NEUTRAL SNAP (9 pm)
►Nutt Auditorium (University): Guest artist recital: WARREN 

ERTLE
►The Powerhouse: Thacker Mountain Radio featuring author 

DAVID WRIGHT FALADE, for The New Internationals, music by 
HEAVY DRUNK & WATERMELON SLIM, FERD  
(doors 5:30, show 6 pm)

Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Afterschool Zone: Design a 
Notebook (3:45 pm)

The Jefferson: St. Jude TASTE OF OXFORD (6:30 pm)
Ole Miss Pavilion: WOMEN’S BASKETBALL vs. SOUTH CAROLINA (8 pm)
Proud Larry’s: HEAVY DRUNK + WATERMELON SLIM

FRIDAY 2.28.2025
►The Library: NEUTRAL SNAP
Lafayette County & Oxford Public Library: Storytime w/ UM Museum (10:30 

am); Afterschool Zone: Design a Notebook (3:45 pm)
Proud Larry’s: CODE PINK: Open Stage hosted by LADY PLUTO
Swayze Field (University): OLE MISS BASEBALL vs. WRIGHT STATE (4 pm)

SATURDAY 3.01.2025
►Booth’s BBQ: CRAWFISH
►Funkys: CRAWFISH
►The Library: NEUTRAL SNAP
The Lyric: DEXTER & THE MOONROCKS
Proud Larry’s: PITHECANFUNKUS ERECTUS
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Snackbar, Oxford’s neighborhood restaurant, in 
collaboration with MadVines Wine & Spirits and 
JP-Bourgeois, is excited to announce a wine dinner 
featuring selections from the Gönc Winery catalog.

On Wednesday, February 26, attendees can 
expect a five-course dinner menu, carefully crafted 
by Chef Vishwesh Bhatt, along with five meticu-
lously curated Gönc wine pairings.

Menu items include oyster soup, mushroom 
and farro piccolo gratinée, citrus-herb-chili grilled 
swordfish, lamb crépinette á la merguez, and a 
cherry roll cake.

Gönc’s love for wine dates back to 1936 in Hun-
gary and is a combination of wine and music. The 
winery also tells a story with 136 dots, each rep-
resenting one liter of wine from the barrel, Gönc.

The special dinner event will begin at 6 pm and 
will cost $125 per person. If you would like to 
attend, reservations can be made at citygroceryon-
line.com/restaurants/snackbar/. 



Here are some games to play, in your free time,
to keep your mind sharp, and focused.

Solutions to puzzles are inside 
The Local Voice 

Digital Edition sent every 
Thursday to subscribers. 

Subscribe FREE at 
TheLocalVoice.net or

scan this QR code to subscribe.
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1. Name the town mentioned in 
“Last Chance to Turn Around.”

2. Who wrote and released “Love Is 
All Around”?

3. Which group wrote and released 
“The Tracks of My Tears”?

4. Who wrote “Anticipation”?
5. Name the song that contains this 

lyric: “I know you don’t know what 
I’m going through, Standing here 
looking at you.”

Answers
1. Brooklyn, in the 1965 song by 

Gene Pitney. Besides creating his own 
hits, Pitney penned chart toppers for 
others, including the Crystals, Ricky 
Nelson, Vikki Carr and Roy Orbison.

2. The Troggs, in 1967. The song 
charted around the globe, but it real-
ly took off when Scottish band Wet 
Wet Wet covered the song for the film 
and soundtrack “Four Weddings and 
a Funeral.” Their version topped the 
charts nearly everywhere.

3. Smokey Robinson and the Mir-
acles, in 1965. In 2021 it was ranked 
as “The Greatest Motown Song of All 
Time.”

4. Carly Simon, in 1971.
5. “Hurt So Bad,” by Little Anthony 

& The Imperials, in 1964. The song 
was a hit for the group, especially 
after they sang it on “The Ed Sullivan 
Show.” The song has been covered by 
numerous others, including The Let-
termen and Linda Ronstadt.

© 2025 King Features Syndicate

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 
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Emily Patrick at 
Funkys
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Award-winning Montana author and profes-
sional flyfishing guide, Callan Wink will make an 
appearance at Off Square Books at 6 pm on 
Thursday, February 20, as part of the Thacker 
Mountain Radio Hour.

 Beartooth (Spiegel & Grau; 2025) is a literary 
adventure novel about two survivalist brothers in 
desperate straits, who are lured into committing a 
crime in Yellowstone National Park. Thad and 
Hazen, long ago abandoned by their wayward 
mother, are drowning in medical bills and notices 
about back taxes. They live alone in an aging, tim-
ber house hand-built into the leeside of the 
Beartooth Mountains. Thad’s the older brother, 
responsible, a loner, the caretaker of Hazen, who 
is a little … different. Until recently, they made 
ends meet the same way their father did: by work-
ing thirteen-hour days up and down the mountain 
splitting firewood, selling the cords door-to-door. 
When a menacing figure named The Scot appears 
with a lucrative proposition to extract stolen arti-
facts out of Yellowstone, the brothers can’t refuse, 

despite the staggering odds and the enormous 
risk. Evoking the most timeless voices of Ameri-
can pastoral storytelling, from John Steinbeck to 
Cormac McCarthy, Beartooth is a bracing, pro-
foundly moving novel about survival, revenge, 
and escape.

Author Callan Wink has been awarded  
fellowships by the National Endowment for the 
Arts and Stanford University, where he was a 
Wallace Stegner Fellow. His stories and essays 
have been published in the New Yorker, Granta, 
Playboy, Men’s Journal, and The Best American 
Short Stories. He is the author of a novel, August, 
and a collection of short stories, Dog Run Moon. 
He lives in Livingston, Montana, where he is a 
fly-fishing guide on the Yellowstone River. 

“Beartooth” Author Callan Wink to Visit 
Thacker Mountain Radio February 20

Local Events

Hometown? Sardis, MS
Where do you work, and what shift do you 

work? I work at Funky’s Pizza and Daiquiri Bar 
and you can usually find me open to close on the 
weekends. 

What’s your specialty drink? Margarita 
What drink do you dislike making the most? 

Car Bomb. It’s so messy. 
What’s your biggest pet peeve when a cus-

tomer orders? My biggest pet peeve is when 
someone has been waiting for me to serve them 
and when I’m able to get to them, they turn 
around and ask for everyone’s order. There was 
time to prepare for this moment haha

What’s your most essential bar tool? I have two 
essential tools, my bar rag and my bar key 
(bottle opener).

Most craved mid-shift snack? My most craved 
mid-shift snack is pepperonis. 

Who is the most famous customer you’ve served? 
I gave Lane Kiffin a Diet Coke once. 

What’s the oddest thing you’ve witnessed 
while bartending? I’ve seen a retired Patriots 
Linebacker get on the bar and start dancing. 
Please never try this.

What’s the best band you’ve ever seen in 
Oxford? The best band I ever saw in Oxford 
was my Dad’s band, Trampling Floor at The 
Gin. 

If you could have a drink with anyone, who 
would it be and what are you pouring? If I 
could have a drink with anyone, it would be 
Miley Cyrus and we would drink San Matias 
Extra Anejo tequila on the rocks.

Where’s your favorite place to go on a road 
trip? My favorite road trip destination is to a 
small waterfall in Double Springs, AL.

Where do you hope to be in 10 years? In 10 
years I still do see myself doing some sort of 
bartending. I love it. However, I would love to 
have my own commercial/residential plant care 
and design business.  



Mississippi Stories, People, 
History Featured in Four-Day 

Oxford Film Festival
Annual event celebrates the ‘Stories that Shape Us’

The Oxford Film Festival returns this year with 
a dynamic celebration of Mississippi’s rich cul-
tural tapestry. Many of the 60 films selected for 
this year’s festival shine a spotlight on the Magno-
lia State’s filmmakers, stories, and history.

The four-day festival is February 27 to March 
2 at the Malco Oxford Commons Cinema. A 
celebration of independent filmmakers from 
around the world, the festival also includes inter-
active events and panel discussions with filmmakers.

This year’s festival theme, “Stories That Shape 
Us,” emphasizes the power of story throughout a 
collection of feature films, documentaries, and 
short films. Mississippi’s influence on storytelling, 
from its iconic locations to the authentic voices of 
its residents, plays a prominent role in this 
year’s festival.

“Mississippi has always been a place where sto-
ries flourish,” said Oxford Film Festival Board 
President Mike Mitchell. “From music to litera-
ture to film, our state is a cornerstone of storytell-
ing. That’s why this year we’re thrilled to amplify 

the creative voices that are putting Mississippi’s 
stories on the global stage.”

Beyond the films themselves, the festival pro-
vides a platform for Mississippi-based filmmakers 
to connect with audiences and industry profession-
als through panel discussions, workshops, and net-
working events. These programs aim to celebrate 
Mississippi’s emerging talent and foster opportu-
nities for growth in the state’s creative economy.

Highlights of this year’s festival include:
•	 Chasing Rabbits, the directorial debut of nov-

elist Michael Farris Smith, a master of South-
ern Noir. Chasing Rabbits is the story of a truck 
stop waitress who finds her life changed after 
having her home vandalized in the middle of 
the night, and she is triggered into an impul-
sive, irreversible decision.

•	 Stella Stevens: The Last Starlet explores the 
life of Mississippi native Stella Stevens, whose  
career spanned from the final days of the 
male-dominated old Hollywood studio system 

through the evolution of the new Hollywood, 
coinciding with the struggle for women’s 
rights and human rights, for which she was a 
lifelong advocate. The film is produced by Ste-
vens’ son, Andrew Stevens.

•	 Last to Leave is the short film by writer/direc-
tor/actor and Mississippi native Mary Eliza-
beth Ellis. She is known for her recurring role 
as The Waitress on FX’s It’s Always Sunny in 
Philadelphia. Last to Leave addresses the pan-
demic of loneliness post-covid, our primal 
need as humans for connection, and a reckon-
ing with the way we treat our home planet.

•	 A House for My Mother, directed by Dr. Ben-
jamin Nero, who grew up in Greenwood, 
Mississippi, and Pilar Timpane, a filmmaker 
and producer based in Durham, North Car-
olina. Born in 1937, Nero was a high school 
football star who played in college and was 
recruited to play professionally. He remains 
close with childhood friend Morgan Freeman.

 						        

Local Festival
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Answers: 1. Mount Logan. 2. Jeff Probst. 3. Pigs.
4. Mississippi. 5. 27.3 days. 6. 179. 7. Gatorade. 8. A 
rubber. 9. Gold, silver, platinum and palladium. 
 10. Lupercalia. 

1. GEOGRAPHY: What is the highest mountain in 
Canada?

2. TELEVISION: Who is the host of the long-running 
reality series “Survivor”?

3. LITERATURE: Which animals represent the 
Communist Party in “Animal Farm”?

4. U.S. STATES: Which state is the birthplace of the 
singer Elvis?

5. ASTRONOMY: How long does it take the moon to 
orbit the Earth?

6. MOVIES: What is the score Elle receives on her law 
school admission test in “Legally Blonde”?

7. AD SLOGANS: Which product’s slogan is “Is It In 
You?”?

8. LANGUAGE: What is an eraser called in the United 
Kingdom?

9. SCIENCE: What are the four primary precious 
metals?

10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Valentine’s Day arose 
from which Roman ritual? ANSWERS BELOW
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“It’s one of the greatest gifts 
you can give yourself, 

to forgive.”
 — Maya Angelou

(April 4, 1928–May 28, 2014)
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The letters in 
the grid are 
randomly 
placed and 
scrambled. 
Can you 
determine the 
word that the 
letters form?
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•	Read a week’s worth of The 
New York Times and you’ll have 
absorbed more information than 
the average 17th-century citizen 
would have encountered in their 
lifetime.

•	A 1972 plane crash that claimed 
the lives of 101 people occurred 
because the crew was distracted 
by a burned-out landing gear indi-
cator light and failed to notice that 
the autopilot had inadvertently 
been disconnected.

•	California was named for a fic-
tional island in a 16th-century 
romance novel.

•	Researchers testing insect repel-
lents used Victoria Secret’s 
Bombshell perfume as a standard 
and accidentally discovered that 
it repels mosquitoes better than 
many repellents on the market.

•	In 19th-century Maryland, it was 
illegal to sell mineral water on a 
Sunday.

•	People’s body temperature drops 
when they watch videos of other 
folks putting their hands into cold 
water.

•	A man who tattooed the word 
“Netflix” on his body and then 
tweeted a picture of the ink to 
the company was rewarded with 
a year’s worth of free service.

•	In Wisconsin, the most frequently 
googled “how to spell” word is 
Wisconsin.

•	When Prohibition started, alcohol 
could only be bought for medici-
nal and religious purposes, from a 
pharmacy or a doctor. “Medicinal 
whiskey” was prescribed for just 
about anything and used to treat 
conditions such as toothaches 
and the flu. With a prescription, 
a patient could legally purchase 
up to 1 pint of hard liquor every 
10 days.

•	In medieval times, the word 
abracadabra was written out in 
the shape of a triangle and worn 
around the neck in an amulet to 
prevent deadly diseases.

•	It takes somewhere between 144 
and 411 licks to reach the center 
of a Tootsie Pop.

Thought for the Day: “The purpose 
of life is a life of purpose.”

—Robert Byrne 
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Local Views

In the Old Testament of the Bible there 
were more than a few people who were 
considered to be prophets. Today we 
mostly consider prophets as people 
who are able to tell the future. There 
is a bit of that, but the Hebrew trans-
lation of prophet is more akin to this: 
“Called by God and filled with God’s 
spirit. A prophet spoke God’s word to 
people who had in one way or another 
distanced themselves from God. In one 
sense, a prophet is a preacher. But in 
marketplace terms, a prophet is often 
a whistle-blower, particularly when an 
entire tribe or nation has turned away 
from God.” (Theology of Work.org) 
So a prophet, then, is one who tells 
forth the truth, especially to power—
often at great risk to themselves.

There’s not nearly enough space in 
this column to contain the entire list of 
Old Testament prophets and the warn-
ings they gave to the kings of their day. 
A simple Google search will yield doz-
ens of sites that detail the confrontive 
messages of prophets to the powers of 
the day. Even Jesus aggressively called 
out the religious leaders of the day 
(Matthew 23:13-39, KJV).

If you truly care about knowing the 
truth, please look it up.

If you don’t know about Bishop 
Mariann Budde’s prophetic words to 
Donald Trump during a prayer service 
at Washington’s National Cathedral on 
Tuesday, January 21, you must have 
been living under a rock. Here’s what 
she said directly to the President:

“Let me make one final plea, Mr. 
President. Millions have put their 
trust in you. And as you told the 
nation yesterday, you have felt 
the providential hand of a loving 

God. In the name of our God, I 
ask you to have mercy upon the 
people in our country who are 
scared now.

There are gay, lesbian, and 
transgender children in Demo-
cratic, Republican, and indepen-
dent families, some who fear for 
their lives. The people who pick 
our crops and clean our office 
buildings; who labor in poultry 
farms and meat packing plants; 
who wash the dishes after we 
eat in restaurants and work the 
night shifts in hospitals … they 
may not be citizens or have the 
proper documentation. But the 
vast majority of immigrants are 
not criminals. They pay taxes and 
are good neighbors.

I ask you to have mercy, Mr. 
President, on those in our com-
munities whose children fear that 
their parents will be taken away. 
And that you help those who are 
fleeing war zones and persecution 
in their own lands to find compas-
sion and welcome here. Our God 
teaches us that we are to be merci-
ful to the stranger, for we were all 
once strangers in this land.”

(National Catholic Reporter, 
www.ncronline.org, Jan. 20, 

2025)

The internet has been abuzz with 
people criticizing Bishop Budde for 
what she said, where she said it, and 
who she said it to. Is there any better 
place to speak truth than in a church, 
mosque, synagogue, temple, and ash-
ram? Bishop Budde didn’t rant and 
rave, rather she spoke in a very con-
trolled yet firm tone.

The words Budde spoke were 
straight out of the same Bible that most 
Christians carry to church every Sun-
day. Many of them would say that the 
Old Testament has been replaced by a 
new covenant in the New Testament. 
It is true that for Christians the New 
Testament represents a new covenant, 
but does that mean we should throw 
the Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible, 
out the window? I urge everyone with 
a genuine interest to read the words 
of the prophets there or rip it out and 
burn it. If you say you believe the Bible 
to be the literal word of God you must 
believe it all.

Any president should be willing to 
hear words like those of Bishop Budde 
and take them under consideration, es-
pecially one who has sold his own ver-
sion of the Bible like a snake oil sales-
man. They don’t have to agree, but 
they owe it to the nation to listen and 
to think deeply about what has been 
said to them. If they really believe the 
Bible to be the word of God, they will.

Luke 11:18 reads, “But he (Jesus) 
said, yea rather, blessed are they that 
hear the word of God and keep it.” 
(KJV)

“He who hath ears to hear, let him 
hear.” (Matthew 11:15, KJV)

 …and that’s the View from The 
Balcony.

Randy Weeks is a Licensed Professional Coun-
selor, Board Certified Telemental Health Pro-
vider, Certified Shamanic Life Coach,  ordained 
minister, singer-songwriter, actor, and writer. 

Speaking Truth to Power

FREE DIGITAL 
SUBSCRIPTION

SCAN NOW



Ajax Diner
118 Courthouse Square
Mon–Sat: 11 am–9 pm

Big Bad Breakfast
719 N Lamar Blvd.
Mon, Wed–Fri: 7 am–1 pm
Sat–Sun: 8 am–2:30 pm
Early Bird Special:  

Wed & Thur 7–9 am: 10% off

Booth’s Barbeque
2200 South Lamar Blvd.
Wed–Thu: 11 am–8 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–8 pm
Wed–Thu: $4 draft beers  

& wells; $5 High Noons  
(4 pm–close)

Fri: 2-for-1 wells ALL DAY;  
$4 drafts, $5 High Noons 
(4–8 pm)

Sat: Crawfish
Sun: 1/2-price Bloody Marys & 

Mimosas + Crawfish
Delivery: Take A Break

Bouré
110 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10:30 pm
Bar: Mon–Wed 4 pm–midnight; 

Thu–Fri 4 pm–1 am;  
Sat noon–1 am

Delivery: Take A Break

City Grocery
152 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Sat: 
Lunch: 11:30 am–2:30 pm; 
Dinner 6–10 pm; Fri & Sat till 10:30
City Grocery Bar
Mon–Sat: 4 pm–till
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 

M–F $1 off wells & domestics

Circle & Square
100 Depot Street
Tap Room Hours: 

Mon-Wed: 7 am–9 pm 
Thu-Sat: 7 am–10 pm 
Sun: 9 am–7 pm

Kitchen Hours: 
Mon-Tue: 11 am–7:30 pm 
Wed-Sat: 7 am–7:30 pm 
Sun:  9 am–6:30 pm

WED: TRIVIA 7 pm

Funkys
1012 E Jackson Ave
Mon–Thu: 2 pm–1 am 
Fri: noon–1 am; Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Mon: $5 Octanes 
Tue: $5 Grape Gatorade
Wed: LADIES’ NIGHT:  

$5 Skinny Bitches
Thur: $4 domestics
Sat: Crawfish
Delivery: Take A Break

The Library
120 South 11th Street
Mon–Fri: 3 pm–1 am
Sat: 11 am–1 am
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Happy Hour 3–7 pm
Mon–Fri $1 off all drinks

The Old Henry
1002 East Jackson Ave 
Wed–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
Brunch Sun: 11 am–3 pm;  

bar open later. Live music 
11:30–2:30

Happy Hour 6–8 pm Thu:  
1/2-priced cocktails & wine 

McCormick’s
Mon–Sat: Breakfast: 6:30–11 am; 
Lunch: 11 am–2 pm;
Wed–Sat: Dinner: 2–9 pm 
Bar: 2 pm–close
Sun: 6:30 am–2 pm
10% UM discount

Moe’s BBQ
311 S Lamar Blvd
Mon–Sun: 11 am–10 pm
Penny Bar open 3 pm
Happy Hour 3–6 pm:  
Mon–Fri 1/2-price apps,  

2-for-1 wells, wines & domestics
Mon: $2 domestics
Tue: TRIVIA + $25 High Noon 

buckets
Wed: COMEDY OPEN MIC
Thu: BINGO + $5 Bushwhackers
Sun: Kids 12 & under eat free (6 

pm–close)
Delivery: Take A Break

OPA!
306 S Lamar Blvd 
Tue–Thu+Sun: 11 am–9 pm
Fri–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
$15 Lunch: 11 am–4 pm: 

Tue–Fri: pita wrap, fries + drink
Happy Hour 3–7 pm Tue–Thu:
$1 off wells, house wine, & beer
Tues & Thurs: 2-for-1 Lemonadas 
Wed: 1/2-off house wines & 

Martinis
Fri: $5 Margaritas
Sun: $5 Bloody Marys, $3 Mimosas
Delivery: Take A Break

Southern Coop
New Location: 705 Sisk Ave.
Mon–Sat: 11 am–9 pm
Delivery: Take A Break

Quack’s
122 Courthouse Square 
Mon–Thu: 4 pm–close
Mon & Tue: $1 off drafts all day
Fri: noon–1 am; Free Fry-day
Sat & Sun: Brunch 11 am–3 

pm; Mimosa deals & $9 
Espresso Martinis

Sun: 11 am–9 pm; $1 off 
cocktails 3–9 pm

Happy Hour: Wed All Day + 
2-for-1 wells; Thu–Fri 4–6 
pm: 2-for-1 wells, $1 off all 
beer & seltzers

Rafters on the Square
1006 E Jackson Ave 
Mon–Fri: 5 pm–1 am
Sat: noon–1 am
Sun: noon–9 pm; $3 Mimosas
Mon: 2-for-1 wells
Fri & Sat: DJ DRUMM

Saint Leo
922 E Jackson Ave 
Tue–Sun: Lunch 11 am–3 pm
Bar & Pizza 3–5 pm
Dinner 5–10 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun: 

10:30 am–3 pm
Happy Hour 3–5 pm  

(Tue–Thu): $10 Pizzas, 
Bubbles + Fries, $6 Wine & 
Cocktails

SoLa
401 S Lamar Blvd 
Wed–Sat: 5–9 pm
Sun Brunch: 10:30 am–1:30 pm
Happy Hour 5–6 pm: $5 fresh 

Margaritas & Happy Hour Snacks
Wed: Spaghetti + $5 wine
Thu: Ramen & $5 Rosé

Snackbar
721 N Lamar Blvd 
Tue–Thu: 4–10 pm
Fri–Sat: 4–10:30 pm
Happy Hour 4–6 pm: 
$2 domestics, $4 drafts,  

$6 select wines, $8 select 
classic cocktails, small plate & 
oyster specials

Mon: INDUSTRY NIGHT;  
Red Beans & Rice

Tues: Sweet Tea Fried Chicken
Wed: Chicken & Dumplings
Thu: Thali; Rotating bar special
Fri-Sat: Roasted Grouper

Tallahatchie 
Gourmet

1221 Van Buren Ave 
Mon–Wed: 11 am–2:30 pm
Mon–Fri: retail open until 4:30 pm
Brunch Sat & Sun 11:30 am–3 pm

Uno Mas
1101 E Jackson Ave 
Mon–Sat: 11 am–10 pm
Sun: 11 am–9 pm
late night menu Thu–Sat
Happy Hour 3–6 pm: $3 tacos; 

$6 house Margaritas ($20 
pitchers); 2-for-1 domestics; 1/2-
off appetizers

Tues: HAPPY HOUR ALL DAY
Sat: $5 Frozens & $20 pitchers
Sun: Service Industry Sunday

Volta Taverna 
710 N Lamar Blvd 
Mon–Thu: 11 am–9 pm;
Fri–Sat: 11 am–9:30 pm;
Happy Hour 4–6 pm:
  $1 off all drinks 
1/2-price Margaritas & 

Mojitos Mon, Thu & Sat 
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EAT IN OXFORD
 DAILY LOCAL FOOD & DRINK OPTIONS

™

Kroger
PetSmart
Walgreens
Walmart Supercenter

Campus Wine & Spirits
Mimosa Bar! 
Smoke Studio

Honey Baked Ham
Smoothie King
Insomnia Cookies
Just Cake It!

IHOP
Waffle House

LandShark Seafood

Ajax Diner
B’s BBQ
Moe’s Original BBQ
Booth’s Barbecue

Aloha Thai Hawaiian
Chidoriya Ramen & Poke
China Royal
H2O Oriental Cafe
Kabuki Sushi
The Noodle Bowl
Pho Bowl Vietnamese
Pokemoto
Rice & Spice
Toyo
Zaap Thai Kitchen

Opa!
The Blind Pig
Back 9
Maharaja
Boure
Greenline Salads
Proud Larry’s
Amore
Venice Kitchen
Walk On’s
Sizzler Steakhouse

Casa Mexicana
Chipotle
Costa Mexican
El Agave
El Charro
El Mariachi

La Perla
OK Maguey
South Depot
The Taco Shop

Arby’s
Burger King
Captain D’s
Chick-fil-A
Cookout
McDonald’s
Popeye’s
Taco Bell
Wendy’s
Zaxby’s

Firehouse Subs
Jimmy John’s

McAlister’s Deli
Newk’s Eatery
Oby’s
Buffalo Wild Wings 
Chicken Salad Chick
Connie’s Chicken
Guthrie’s Chicken
Ole Coop
Southern Coop
Wingstop

Bim Bam Burgers 
Checkers
Dairy Queen
Mugshots Grill
Beacon
Phillips Grocery
Oxford Burger Co.

Fergndan’s
Funkys Pizza & Daiquiris
Lost Pizza Co.
Marco’s Pizza
Papa John’s
Pizza Den
Pizza Hut
Pizza Paradise
Pizza Shop

Oxford’s Local Delivery Service
Lowest Prices in Town! 

Food, Groceries, Alcohol, Pharmacies, and more
TakeABreakDeliveries.com

Scan code and start 
your delivery
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“Barn Burning”
Filmed on Lafayette County land owned by 

Kaye Hooker Bryant, her barn was actually 
burned for the film adaptation of the William 
Faulkner short story. 

Kaye remembers, “Way back in 1979, my 
daughter Julie was finishing up her theater degree 
at Ole Miss when she was cast in the PBS movie 
Barn Burning starring Tommy Lee Jones. The 
movie was to be made in Oxford, and the advance crew was scouting locations. It just happened that 
I owned a 62-acre tract of land that had an old barn standing on it. The filmmakers approached me 
about burning it. It was public television, and they weren’t offering any money, but it wasn’t about 
money. The chance to watch dear friend Jimmy Faulkner act and ride, and to promote our beloved 
Oxford, while hanging out with Tommy Lee Jones, was worth any price of admission, and much 
more than the old barn. I agreed, and the movie people moved in!”

“The night of the actual burning was bitter cold. A rather large crowd had found their way back to 
the film site. All was set, and all were aware of the ‘one barn, one take’ reality of the situation. The 
director called ‘Rolling’ and the old barn went up in flames right on cue! Then, in the midst of the 
flames, up rides Jimmy Faulkner on his gorgeous Tennessee walking horse, looking exactly how his 
Uncle William must have imagined Major de Spain!”  
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by Jimmy Reed
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Cook Snowflakes  
Sunny-Side Up

Put “Snowflakes Sunny-Side Up” on 
your breakfast menu this month, and the 
nutritious surprise will brighten even the 
darkest of wintry mornings!

Made with colorful slices of sweet red 
pepper in shapes that resemble snow-
flakes, the whimsy adds fun to the start 
of the day. The curvy rings frame an egg 
as it fries into deliciousness for about 5 
minutes. Top with a dusting of Parmesan 
or feta cheese and serve with toast or an 
English muffin and fruit juice.

For a special weekend breakfast, let 
the snowflakes land on servings of hash 
brown potatoes, bacon, or sausage. Let’s 
get crackin’ ...

SNOWFLAKES SUNNY-SIDE UP
Makes 6
— 2 large firm red bell peppers with 

contours
— Butter
— 6 medium eggs
— Salt and pepper
— Grated Parmesan cheese or crum-

bled feta

Slice peppers into six 1/3-inch-thick 
rounds, keeping the cut edges smooth 
and even. Remove seeds and core piec-
es.

Melt some butter on a flat skillet. Cook 
the pepper slices on medium heat on one 
side for about 1 minute, then flip.

Carefully crack an egg into the center 
of each ring. Immediately press down on 
the ring with a spatula if egg white seeps 
through. Cook for about 5 minutes, or 
until yolks are firm. (Place a lid on the 
pan for the last minute, if you wish.)

Serve with salt, pepper and cheese 
sprinkled on top.

Extra Idea: For a springtime twist, set 
a strip of cooked bacon upright under the 
pepper on the plate. Your winter snow-
flake instantly transforms into a bloom-
ing flower with a stem.

***
Donna Erickson creates relationships 

and community through food and fun. 
Find more to nourish and delight you at 
www.donnaerickson.com. 
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DONNA ERICKSON'S BEST BITES

FOR RELEASE FEB. 3, 2025

By Donna Erickson

PHOTO CREDIT: Donna Erickson

• On Feb. 17, 1998, the United States 
defeated Canada by 3-1 to take home 
the gold medal in the first women’s 
hockey tournament held at the Winter 
Olympics, in Nagano, Japan. 

• On Feb. 18, 2003, Kim Daehan 
ignited a gasoline-filled container 
inside a subway train in Daegu, South 
Korea. The resulting blaze engulfed 
the six-car train and spread to anoth-
er that pulled into the station minutes 
later, killing 198 people and injuring 
nearly 150 more. Daehan later con-
fessed to police that he’d wanted to 
commit suicide and chose a crowded 
place to do so because he didn’t wish 
to die alone.

• On Feb. 19, 1777, the Continental 
Congress voted to promote Thom-
as Mifflin; Arthur St. Clair; William 
Alexander, Lord Stirling; Adam Ste-
phen; and Benjamin Lincoln to the 
rank of major general, leaving Brig-
adier General Benedict Arnold feel-
ing slighted that five junior officers 
received advancement ahead of him 
and, in response, threatening to resign 
from the Patriot army.

• On Feb. 20, 1939, New York City’s 
Madison Square Garden hosted a ral-
ly celebrating the rise of Nazism in 
Germany. Inside, more than 20,000 
attendees raised Nazi salutes toward a 
30-foot-tall portrait of George Wash-
ington flanked by swastikas, while 
police and some 100,000 protesters 
gathered outside.

• On Feb. 21, 1862, at the Battle of 
Valverde, Confederate troops attacked 
Union troops near Fort Craig in New 
Mexico Territory in the first major 
engagement of the Civil War in the 
far West. The fighting yielded heavy 
casualties but no decisive result.

• On Feb. 22, 2006, a gang of at least 
six men, some armed, made off with 
53 million pounds from the Securitas 
bank depot in Kent, Great Britain — 
the largest such theft in British history.

• On Feb. 23, 2020, Ahmaud Arbery, 
a 25-year-old Black man, was shot to 
death by a white father and son while 
jogging in Georgia. William Bryan, 
who filmed the shooting on his phone, 
was arrested and charged with felony 
murder and criminal attempt to com-
mit false imprisonment, while Grego-
ry and Travis McMichael were arrest-
ed on charges of murder and aggravat-
ed assault, after Bryan’s video of the 
killing was released.
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“Moana 2” (PG) — The third high-
est-grossing film of 2024 was this 
sequel to Disney’s hit 2016 animated 
film about Moana (Auli’I Cravalho), 
the daughter of a Polynesian village 
chief. Having a bit more experience 
in the realm of wayfinding and sail-
ing after her last adventure with Maui 
(Dwayne Johnson), Moana is tasked 
with searching for a sunken island 
called Motufetu that can connect all of 
the islands across the ocean. This time 
around, she has a bit more help than 
just the demigod Maui, with a crew 
consisting of Maui superfan Moni, a 
quirky craftswoman named Loto, and 
a grumpy farmer named Kele. Togeth-
er, they will be able to break the curse 
of Motufetu. Out now to rent. (Ama-
zon Prime Video)

“Babygirl” (R) — The creators 
behind this erotic thriller starring 
Nicole Kidman (“A Family Affair”) 
and Harris Dickinson (“The Iron 
Claw”) knew exactly what they were 
doing by signing on these two actors 
to star opposite each other. Kidman 
plays tech CEO Romy Mathis, who’s 
deeply unsatisfied with her marriage 
with husband Jacob (Antonio Ban-
deras). When a young man named 
Samuel (Dickinson) begins interning 
at her company, Romy is immediately 
enticed by him, and a torrid love affair 
commences between the two of them. 
But Romy’s career and family life will 
hang in the balance as she continues to 
let her inhibitions overpower her rea-
soning. Out now to rent. (Apple TV+)

“67th Annual Grammy Awards” 
(TV-PG) — Hosted by Trevor Noah 
(“The Daily Show”) for the fifth con-

secutive time, the Grammy Award 
ceremony is now available on stream-
ing after being broadcasted live on 
Feb. 2. Topping the list of most nom-
inations is none other than Beyonce, 
thanks to the release of her eighth 
studio album, “Cowboy Carter.” Oth-
er notable names who were nomi-
nated and dominated music during 
2024 include Sabrina Carpenter for 
her album “Short n’ Sweet,” Charli 
XCX for her album “Brat,” and Best 
New Artist Chappell Roan. The three 
aforementioned women also per-
formed during the ceremony, as well 
as Benson Boone, Billie Eilish, Sha-
kira and Teddy Swims. (Paramount+)

In Case You Missed It
“Squid Game 2” (R) — The sec-

ond season of the South Korean sur-
vival series “Squid Game” is out now 
to stream three years after the first 
season was released. After bingeing 
season one in a couple of days, envi-
sioning another season that could 
follow up its success seemed nearly 
impossible, but season two does not 
disappoint! Following Seong Gi-hun 
(Lee Jung-jae), the winner of the 
Squid Game in the first season, view-
ers watch as he once again enters the 
deadly survival game in an attempt to 
warn participants of its sinister nature 
and stop the game entirely. Howev-
er, the Front Man is hot on Gi-hun’s 
heels to ensure that his precious game 
remains intact. (Netflix)

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Lee Jung-jae stars in “Squid 
Games 2.”
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Pulled Pork Nachos: 
The MVP of Game Day 

Snacks
It’s coming up on Super Bowl week-

end, and if you know me, you know 
I’m all in for two reasons: the com-
mercials and the food! I don’t care 
who makes the most baskets! (Please 
know I’m kidding … mostly.) Any 
excuse to host a party, right? And 
what’s a game day party without a 
big, cheesy platter of nachos?

This year let’s skip the basic chips-
and-cheese routine and level up with 
Pulled Pork Nachos — the ultimate 
crowd-pleaser. Sweet, savory and 
spicy, these nachos hit all the right 
notes. Imagine layers of saucy 
pulled pork, black beans, jalape-
nos, BBQ sauce, melty cheese and 
dollops of sour cream piled high on 
crunchy tortilla chips. It’s a touch-
down of flavor!

I love making a great big batch 
of pulled pork — it’s the gift that 
keeps on giving. One roast can 
fuel a bunch of meals: pulled pork 
sandwiches, tacos, burritos, pork 
verde stew, or served simply with 
rice and veggies. And, of course, 
these nachos.

To make these nachos fabulous 
without overspending, add more 
black beans, pinto beans or refried 
beans to bulk up the dish and stretch 
your protein. Add any leftover roast 
veggies, cooked chicken or hamburg-
er to the platter. 

EASY PULLED PORK
Yield: 6-8 servings
Total Time: Varies by method

4-5 pounds pork shoulder, cut into 4 
pieces

1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
1 onion, chopped
1 cup BBQ sauce
1 cup chicken broth 

Ways to Cook:
Instant Pot: Season pork with salt 

and pepper. Set Instant Pot to Saute, 
brown pork on all sides. Add onion 
and cook briefly. Pour in broth and 
BBQ sauce; stir. Seal lid; cook on 
high pressure for 60 minutes. Natural 
release for 10 minutes; shred pork.

Oven: Preheat to 325 F. Season, 
then brown the pork in an oven-safe 
pot. Add onion, broth and BBQ sauce. 
Cover; bake for 3-4 hours until tender. 
Shred pork; mix with sauce.

Slow Cooker: Season pork; place in 
slow cooker. Add onion, garlic, broth 
and BBQ sauce. Cook on low for 8 
hours or high for 4-5 hours. Shred 
pork; combine with sauce.

PULLED PORK NACHOS
Yield: 4-6 servings
Total Time: 15 minutes

1 large (15 to 20 ounce) bag of torti-
lla chips (store brand is fine)

3 cups shredded, pulled pork
1/2 cup BBQ sauce (homemade or 

store-bought)
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese (or a 

cheese blend)
1 (15 ounce) can black beans, drained 

and rinsed
1/2 red onion, thinly sliced
1/2 cup red bell pepper, chopped
1/4 cup pickled jalapenos (or more, 

to taste)
1/4 cup sour cream or ranch dressing 

(optional drizzle)
Fresh cilantro, green onions, sliced 

tomatoes and limes wedges (option-
al garnish)

Preheat oven to 375 F. Spread torti-
lla chips evenly on a large sheet pan. 

Toss the shredded pork with BBQ 
sauce until evenly coated. Distribute 
over the chips. Sprinkle the shredded 
cheese generously over the meat and 
chips. Distribute the black beans over 
the cheese. Scatter sliced red onions 
and pickled jalapenos over the whole 
thing. 

Place in the oven for 8-10 minutes 
or until the cheese is melted and 

bubbly, and everything is toasted 
up nicely.

Remove from the oven and driz-
zle with sour cream and/or ranch 
dressing (optional). Sprinkle with 
fresh cilantro and/or other toppings 
as desired.

Game day or not, you can’t go 
wrong with a crispy tortilla chip 
loaded with smoky, tangy, cheesy 
goodness. It’s the kind of snack 
that turns any gathering into a cel-
ebration. So, grab your apron, whip 
up a platter of these nachos, and let 
the cheering begin!

***
Lifestyle expert Patti Diamond 

is the penny-pinching, party-plan-
ning, recipe developer and content 

creator of the website Divas On A Dime 
— Where Frugal, Meets Fabulous! 
Visit Patti at www.divasonadime.
com and join the conversation on 
Facebook at DivasOnADimeDotCom. 
Email Patti at divapatti@divasonad-
ime.com
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